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PROTECTED: CABINET  

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND RESOURCES

PROTECTED: CABINET  

MS23-000511

To: Minister for Industry and Science (For Information only)

CC: Minister for Resources 
CC: Assistant Minister for Manufacturing 

AUKUS – UPDATE ON NUCLEAR-POWERED SUBMARINES AND DEPARTMENT OF 
INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND RESOURCES EQUITIES

Timing: Routine

Recommendation: 

1. That you note the recent AUKUS Nuclear-Powered Submarine announcement, and 
the related opportunities to deliver on priorities within the Industry portfolio.

Noted / Please Discuss

Minister: Date:

Comments:

Clearing 
Officer:

John Krbaleski General Manager 
Industry Participation & 
Major Projects 
Facilitation

Ph: 
Mob: 

Contact Officer: A/Manager, Business 
Capability

Mob: 

For Parliamentary Services’ use only.
Date Submitted to the Minister’s office in PDMS:

XX XX 2023

Key Points: 

1. On 14 March 2023, the Prime Minister announced the optimal pathway for Australia’s 
acquisition of nuclear-powered submarines alongside his AUKUS counterparts. The 
optimal pathway will:

a. deliver Australia a conventionally-armed, nuclear-powered submarines capability in 
the early 2030s;

b. elevate all three nations' industrial capacity to produce and sustain advanced and 
interoperable nuclear-powered submarines for decades to come; and

c. expand our individual and collective undersea presence in the Indo-Pacific and 
contribute to global security and stability in the region.
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Job opportunities for Australian industry

Other portfolio linkages and implications:
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11. The Department maintains a close working relationship with Defence by contributing to 
the development and delivery of major policy initiatives and industry support programs.

a. This relationship is supported by a number of secondments into relevant areas of 
Defence; such as a senior staff member in Industry Policy Division, and team 
members from the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation 
(ANTSO) and Australian Radioactive Waste Agency (ARWA) embedded directly in 
the Nuclear Powered Submarines Taskforce.

b. The Department is also supporting the development of the Defence Industry 
Development Strategy and AUKUS Submarine Workforce and Industry Strategy, to 
foster alignment with broader government policy and initiatives, such as the National 
Reconstruction Fund and Buy Australian Plan. 

Specific workstreams to support AUKUS Pillar I (nuclear powered submarines)

13. ARWA has also been working closely with the Nuclear Powered Submarines Taskforce 
including participation in senior-level inter-departmental committee meetings and regular 
engagement to share knowledge and expertise.

a. ARWA will continue to work with the Defence on the waste implications of the 
nuclear-powered submarine program, to ensure any radioactive waste is managed 
appropriately.
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OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND RESOURCES

MS23-000766

To: Minister for Industry and Science (For Information only)

AUKUS – UPDATE ON NUCLEAR-POWERED SUBMARINES AND DEPARTMENT OF 
INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND RESOURCES EQUITIES 

Timing: Routine

Recommendation: 

1. That you note the recent AUKUS Nuclear-Powered Submarine developments and 
release of the Defence Strategic Review, and the related opportunities to deliver on 
priorities within the industry portfolio.

Noted / Please Discuss

Minister: Date:

Comments:

Clearing 
Officer:

John Krbaleski General Manager 
Industry Participation & 
Major Projects 
Facilitation

Ph: 
Mob: 

Contact Officer: A/Manager, Business 
Capability

Mob: 

For Parliamentary Services’ use only.
Date Submitted to the Minister’s office in PDMS:

22/05 2023

Key Points: 

1. , this brief provides an overview of the 
AUKUS Nuclear-Powered Submarine announcements and the associated opportunities 
to deliver on priorities within the industry portfolio. 

a. This includes job opportunities for Australian industry, portfolio linkages and 
implications, and current workstreams to support AUKUS initiatives (Pillars I and II).
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Job opportunities for Australian industry

Other portfolio linkages and implications:

8. contributing to 
the development and delivery of major policy initiatives and industry support programs.

a. This relationship is supported by a number of secondments into relevant areas of 
Defence; such as a senior staff member in Defence Industry Policy Division, and 
members from the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation 
(ANTSO) and Australian Radioactive Waste Agency (ARWA) resources embedded 
in the Nuclear-Powered Submarine Taskforce.
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b. The Department is also supporting the development of the Defence Industry 
Development Strategy and AUKUS Submarine Workforce and Industry Strategy, to 
foster alignment with broader government policy and initiatives, such as the National 
Reconstruction Fund and Buy Australian Plan. 

9. Additional information on specific workstreams to support AUKUS initiatives is included 
at Attachment A.

Sensitivities and Handling: 

10. Nil

Data referenced: 

11. Productivity Commission 2023, Advancing Prosperity, viewed 28 February 2023.

12. Prime Minister of Australia 2023, Joint Leaders Statement on AUKUS, viewed 28 
February 2023.

13. ICN Gateway 2023, Nuclear Powered Submarine Program – Industry Portal, viewed 8 
March 2023.

14. The Strategist (ASPI) 2023, Making the most of AUKUS’s second pillar, viewed 8 March 
2023.

15. Department of Defence 2023, Investing in Australia's national defence, viewed 11 May, 
2023.

Consultation: YES

16. Minerals and Resourcing (Radioactive Waste Policy), Manufacturing (NRF), National 
Security and Engagement, ANSTO, Science Agencies-CSIRO and Research 
Infrastructure.

ATTACHMENTS:

A: Specific Workstreams to Support AUKUS Initiatives
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Attachment A

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

1. On 14 March 2023, the Prime Minister announced the optimal pathway for Australia’s 
acquisition of nuclear-powered submarines alongside his AUKUS counterparts. The 
optimal pathway will:

a. deliver Australia a conventionally-armed, nuclear-powered submarine capability in 
the early 2030s;

b. elevate all three nations' industrial capacity to produce and sustain advanced and 
interoperable nuclear-powered submarines for decades to come; and

c. expand our individual and collective undersea presence in the Indo-Pacific and 
contribute to global security and stability in the region.

2. This pathway, and more broadly the nuclear-powered submarines program, presents 
significant opportunities for Australia’s industry and research sector, for new jobs, 
industries, and expertise in science, technology, and cyber.

Specific workstreams to support AUKUS Pillar I (nuclear-powered submarines)

4. ARWA has also been working closely with the Nuclear-Powered Submarine Taskforce 
including participation in senior-level inter-departmental committee meetings and regular 
engagement to share knowledge and expertise.

a. ARWA will continue to work with the Defence on the waste implications of the 
nuclear-powered submarine program, to ensure any radioactive waste is managed 
appropriately.

5.
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 PROTECTED

Page 1 of 3

Nuclear-Powered Submarine Program – Initial Implementation

2023–24 Budget:

Measure: Nuclear-Powered Submarine Program – 
Initial Implementation 

Responsible Ministers: Minister for Defence, Minister for Resources

Key message

• This measure supports the Department of Defence to 

implement an optimal pathway for Australia to acquire 

conventionally-armed, nuclear-powered submarines.

Talking points

• The Australian Radioactive Waste Agency (ARWA) plays an 

important role in supporting the Department of Defence’s 

(Defence) delivery of conventionally-armed, nuclear-powered 

submarines as part of the AUKUS partnership.

• ARWA will receive $5.2 million over 2023–24 and 2024–25 to 

support Defence to develop appropriate technical solutions 

and plans to manage and dispose of radioactive waste from 

nuclear-powered submarines. 

o Defueling of Australia’s nuclear-powered submarines is 

not expected to occur for decades. 

o High-level radioactive waste generated from the nuclear-

powered submarine program will pose an entirely new 

challenge for Australia – currently Australia only 

generates intermediate and low-level radioactive waste.
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Page 2 of 3

Nuclear-Powered Submarine Program – Initial Implementation

Q&As 

Q1. Will waste from the nuclear submarine program be 
going to the National Radioactive Waste Management 
Facility (NRWMF)? 

• The National Radioactive Waste Management Act 2012 

specifies that the NRWMF will not hold high-level waste, 

either for storage or disposal from any source.

• Nuclear Powered Submarine program will produce a range of 

radioactive waste including radioactive waste with higher 

levels of radioactivity, including spent fuel, which is produced 

when submarines are decommissioned at the end of their 

service life.

• No decision has been made about disposal pathways for 

radioactive waste from nuclear-powered submarines.

• Operational radioactive waste from nuclear-powered 

submarines will be stored at Defence sites in Australia.

Q2. How does this measure interact with other ARWA and 
ANSTO measures? 

• ARWA and ANSTO funding in this measure are separate to 

the ARWA-related measure, Safely Managing Australia’s 

Radioactive Waste and the ANSTO-related measure, 
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Securing a Responsive Nuclear Medicine and Science 

Capability for Australia. 

Department contacts (for Media team and MO to contact 

on/after Budget night) 
Measure overall & ANSTO funding 

Contact officer: s22 s22 

General Manager Andy Matz S4/l=(d) 

:s22 Head of Division: Carolyn Patteson S4/l=(d) 
Division: International, Trade and National Security 

ARWA fundina 

Contact officer: s22 Phone: s47E(d) 
General Manager Jodie Lindsay (ARWA) 

Matt Crawshaw (M&R) 
Head of Division: Sam Usher (ARWA) 

Anthea Lona (M&R) 
Division: ARWA and Minerals and Resources 
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