


DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 1 FOI 75895



DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 1 FOI 75895



DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 1 FOI 75895



DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 1 FOI 75895



DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 1 FOI 75895



DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 1 FOI 75895



DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 1 FOI 75895



DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 1 FOI 75895



DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 1 FOI 75895









OFFICIAL  

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND RESOURCES 

OFFICIAL  

IS23-000016 

To: Minister for Industry and Science (For Information) 

DEPARTMENT SUBMISSION - INQUIRY INTO THE MIDDLE ARM INDUSTRIAL 
PRECINCT  

Recommendation: 

1. That you note the department’s submission to the Inquiry into the Middle Arm
Industrial Precinct.

Noted / Please Discuss 

Minister: Date: 

Comments: 

Clearing 
Officer: 

Jane Urquhart Deputy Secretary, 
Resources and 
Strategy Group 

Ph: 
Mob: 

Contact Officer: A/g Manager, 
Resources Policy 

Ph: 

For Parliamentary Services’ use only. 
Date Submitted to the Minister’s office in PDMS: 9/11/2023 

Key Points: 

1. The department intends to make a submission to the Inquiry into the Middle Arm
Industrial Precinct (Middle Arm), due to the Committee Secretary by 10 November 2023
(an extension granted from 31 October 2023).

2. The department’s submission notes:

a. the Government's plans for the development of the Middle Arm, including support
being provided through policies and programs such as the Critical Minerals
Strategy;

b. facilities such as the Middle Arm Industrial Precinct will benefit green hydrogen
producers, clean energy exporters and processors of critical minerals that are
important to the global energy transition and decarbonisation; and
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c. the department’s role in fostering socially and environmentally sustainable 
sectoral development.  

3. The department’s submission is provided at Attachment A. 

4. A separate noting brief on the department’s submission has been provided to the 
Minister for Resources. 

Background  

5. In the October 2022-23 Federal Budget, the Government announced  
$1.5 billion in equity investment to the development of the Middle Arm located in Darwin 
Harbour. The Government noted that developing marine infrastructure at Middle Arm 
would open new export opportunities in Northern Australia for commodities such as 
green hydrogen and critical minerals, with associated downstream opportunities for 
onshore processing and low-emission manufacturing. 

6. In April 2023, the Senate Standing Committee on Environment and Communications Oil 
and gas exploration and production in the Beetaloo Basin inquiry report recommended 
that an inquiry into Middle Arm be established.  

7. Subsequently, on 5 September 2023, the Senate referred an Inquiry into Middle Arm to 
the Environment and Communications References Committee for inquiry and report by 
28 February 2024. 

8. Background on the Middle Arm is provided at Attachment B. 

Consultation with the Cities and Northern Australia Division, Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts: YES 

Other Consultation: YES – Oil and Gas Division, Supply Chains and Sovereign 
Capability Division, Minerals and Resources Division, Geoscience Australia 

Attachments 

A: Department submission – Inquiry into the Middle Arm Industrial Precinct 

B: Background – Middle Arm Industrial Precinct 

 

DISR – for release under the FOI Act Document 4 FOI 75895



OFFICIAL   

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND RESOURCES 

OFFICIAL  

EC23-002724 

To:   Deputy Secretary (For Decision) 

RIGHT OF REPLY - MIDDLE ARM INDUSTRIAL PRECINCT 

Timing: 18 December 2023 

Recommendations: 

1. That you approve not providing a written response to adverse comments against the
Australian Government, made by Environment Centre Northern Territory, in a
submission to the Senate’s Inquiry into the Middle Arm Industrial Precinct.

Approved / Not approved 

2. That you sign the attached letter informing the Committee of this decision and pointing
out that the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development,
Communications and Arts is the most appropriate agency to respond to the issues
raised in the submission.

Signed / Not Signed 

Clearing Officer: Damien Dunn General Manager, 
Resources and 
Strategy Branch 

Ph:  
Mob:  

Contact Officer:  A/g Manager, 
Resources Policy 
Section 

Ph:  

Key Points: 

1. The Senate’s Standing Committee on Environment and Communications is currently
undertaking a references inquiry into the Middle Arm Industrial Precinct in Darwin,
including the development of the precinct and the role and funding intentions of the
Northern Territory and Australian governments. The Committee’s final report is due in
February 2024.

2. The committee recently received a submission from the Environment Centre NT (ECNT),
which contains potentially adverse reflections concerning the Australian Government and
its funding arrangements for the Middle Arm Industrial Precinct. In particular, the ECNT
submission suggests “that the commitment of $1.5 billion for the Middle Arm
Industrial Hub should be referred for investigation to the National Anti-Corruption
Commission”.
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3. The ECNT’s submission does not make specific comments about the Department of 
Industry, Science and Resources (DISR) or the responsible portfolio ministers. The 
original decision to provide Australian Government funding for the Middle Arm Precinct 
was announced by the Hon Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Local Government, in conjunction with the Prime Minister, 
the Hon Anthony Albanese MP. 

4. A written response to the adverse reflections contained in ECNT’s submission is not 
recommended. DISR’s portfolio ministers were not directly responsible for the funding 
decision, and DISR did not manage the assessment process that led to the decision to 
approve Australian Government funding for the Middle Arm Industrial Precinct. Any 
departmental response to the adverse comment would not be able to address the claims 
made by ECNT in its submission to the inquiry. 

5. The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications 
and the Arts (DITRDCA) has also been afforded the opportunity to submit a response to 
the adverse comment by ECNT. DITRDCA has administrative responsibility for the 
Australian Government’s funding commitment to the Middle Arm Industrial Precinct.  

6. DITRDCA intends to provide a short response to the ECNT’s submission. Given that the 
funding announcement was made by the Hon Catherine King MP, Minister for 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, in conjunction 
with the Prime Minister, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP, DITRDCA is the most 
appropriate agency to respond to the issues raised in the ECNT submission.        

Data referenced:  

7. Environment Centre Northern Territory, 2023, Submission to the Senate’s Standing 
Committee on Environment and Communications Inquiry into the Middle Arm Industrial 
Precinct, viewed 11 December 2023. 

Consultation: YES 

DITRDCA was consulted on the issue. 

ATTACHMENTS 

A: 

B: 

Letter to Mr Stephen Palethorpe, DISR Right of Reply  

Letter from Mr Stephen Palethorpe, DISR Right of Reply 

C: ENCT, Submission to the Senate’s Environment and Communications Standing 
Committee’s Inquiry into the Middle Arm Industrial Precinct  
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